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Beryl Schewe, Director of Pastoral Care 
Our Lady of Grace 
 
Moved either by random chance or the heavy hand of the Holy Spirit, I attended my first APM 
banquet sixteen years ago. Since I’m not inclined to believe in coincidences, I lean toward the 
latter. 
 
Sally Guiney, my predecessor at Our Lady of Grace, was receiving the Mary Mulheron Ministry 
Award. I was the new pastoral minister at Our Lady of Grace. I’d been sitting in Sally’s chair for a 
few weeks, and I thought Our Lady of Grace should sponsor a table, and bring some of her key 
volunteers to celebrate her achievement. 
 
I knew little about pastoral ministry that night, and even less about the APM. Before coming to 
Our Lady of Grace, I worked as a chaplain at Abbott Northwestern Hospital. One night under 
the cold glare of lights in the ICU, I decided it was time to move on and stop carrying a pager. 
Getting paged to the hospital in the middle of the night was not my bliss. My need for sleep 
brought me to Our Lady of Grace, and to this group. 
 
If you didn’t know Sally Guiney, you missed meeting a lovely, genuine, compassionate woman. 
Sally assumed the best in people, and she radiated love. It was clear from the start I could never 
fill her shoes and for two years at Our Lady of Grace, I was known as “the new Sally.” 
 
What I’ve learned about pastoral care, I’ve learned from you and the Sallys of the world, people 
who genuinely want to encourage the best from others. I am grateful to this group of pastoral 
ministers, for showing me the way and modeling how to serve and lead. 
 
We all stand on the shoulders of those who have gone before us, and lead the way for those 
who follow. Paying it forward -- our most worthy expression of gratitude – grateful for those 
who shined their light for us to follow, and grateful for those who will someday follow us as 
ministers. 
 
Thank you for this honor. I receive the Mary Mulheron Award knowing I stand in blessed and 
graced company. 


